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Order of the Iron Test Pattern  

 
Newsletter 

Volume 2                                                                                                        Number 11 
News! When it happens you’ll see it happen, even if we have to make it happen! 

 
December 9, 2003 

This is your Newsletter and your input is, of course, most welcome. 
(Things printed in blue type are links to the related subject matter.) 

 

 
This says it all! 

☺ Happy Holidays from all of us here at the Galactic Headquarters ☺ 



New, Upgraded or Reinstated Members 
 
David H. Greenlee is a new member and has the dignity of Admiral. If you wish to congratulate 
him, his E-mail address is DGreenlee@mindspring.com. OITP Admiral Greenlee is Director of 
Engineering at the Media Resources of EKU in Richmond, KY and will have the exalted 
endorsements of Knight of the Final Amp and Wooden Tower, when he soon receives his certificate 
of membership. 
 
Jim Mattison is a reinstated member and returns with the dignity of Galactic Tycoon. On May 3rd of 
next year, Galactic Tycoon Mattison qualifies for the exalted dignity of Monochrome Mogul. If you 
wish to congratulate him, his E-mail address is jrmattison@aol.com. Galactic Tycoon Mattison is 
with Rio Radio Supply in McAllen, TX and will be receiving his certificate of membership and lapel 
pin shortly. 
 
Just think what a nice gift you could make of a certificate to some poor unsuspecting survivor of the 
broadcast industry. Contact your Sagacious Pixel for more information. 
 
In our last newsletter, your Sagacious Pixel went out on a limb and dubbed each and every one of 
you reading that Newsletter “a recruiter.” I would appear that that action was about as effective as 
the rest of the dubbings he’s done over the years.  
 
To get some poor unsuspecting soul into our august organization is simple. All you have to do is 
convince anyone who has been around the broadcast industry – Radio, Television, Post Production 
and/or cable – that their best interests would be served if they joined the rest of us survivors. There 
are no initiation fees or dues. All we need is for them to fill in this PDF form (click here for link) and 
send it to us by mail, fax, e-mail or carrier pigeon, but not smoke signal. This is probably the best 
deal to hit the broadcast industry since the spark gap transmitter. The only requirement is that the 
body of the new member must still be breathing. (Notice we have deleted the requirement for them 
to still be warm.)  
 

 
To qualify for consideration as a 
member of the Order of The Iron Test Pattern, 
the would-be applicant must have been 
actively engaged in the radio, television, 
satellite and/or cable industries in a 
technical or management capacity. 
Surviving in technical sales, 
management of technical employees, 
working as a radio/television/cable 
engineer or technician, manufacturing 
radio or television products or any kind 
of technical writing meets the "technical 
capacity" requirement. Radio folks of all 

kinds, shapes and sizes, Video engineers, Colorists, folks involved in the digital aspects of the 
industry, including all technical aspects of satellite television, also qualify. Those not meeting these 
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qualifications may apply for Associate Membership and then we’ll have to figure out what to do 
with you. Here’s a list of dignities.  

 
Here’s our latest list of dignities: 
 

Page - 15 minutes  Brigadier - 30 years 

Squire - 5 years  General - 35 years 

Ensign - 10 years  Admiral - 40 years 

Lieutenant - 15 years  Galactic Tycoon - 45 years 

Commander - 20 years Monochrome Mogul - 50 years 

Commodore - 25 years Tenacious Electron – 75 years 

 
Perhaps you qualify for an up grade. Let us know. 
We also offer endorsements for those who have worked in any or all of the following disciplines: 
 

Digital Cinema - Knight of the Cinematic Bit-keeper Radio - Knight of the Wooden Tower 

Satellite - Knight of the Geosynchronous Stuff Translators - Knight of the Hip-pity-Hop Signal 

Cable - Knight of the F59 Connector Sales - Knight of the Order Pad 

Transmitters - Knight of the Final Amplifier IT - Knight of the Ones & Zeros 

 
+++++++++++++++++++  

 
In case you consider our newsletters as something you must read and not be without. You can go 
back and read some of our previous prose. 
 

Links to previous editions are now available here and on the website. 
 

Website Status Report 
 
Check out the number of visitors to our website: 7020 plus. That’s one hundred sixty since our last 
edition. We’ve got a new counter and, like the other one, this counter service only counts a visiting 
IP address once.  

+++++++++++++++++++ 
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From your Sagacious Pixel 
Larry Bloomfield 

 
This time of year is special to people of all faiths, persuasions, etc. for a variety of reason. It’s a time 
when we all seem to “get into the spirit.”  Too bad we can’t maintain that “spirit” the year round.  

 
There is an interesting story I like to tell at this time of year. It would see that 
in the Zoroastrian Holy Book, the Zend-Avesta, Zoroaster tells of His return: 
“After the expiation of a thousand years, when I come again, a star shall 
appear in the west; follow it for you will find Me laid in straw surrounded by 
domestic animals.” It is interesting to note that the three wise men, called Magi 
by some, were in reality, Zoroastrian priests.  
 

My wish for you is that all of your positive dreams come true, you have nothing but the best of 
health and you end up at the end of the month with enough money to pay all the bills.  

 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Those who make this newsletter and the website possible  

 
Our website is sustained by sponsorship of the various pages and the business card page. The only 
page (so far) which is currently sponsored is our main page and we is really grateful to the folks at 
DSC Labs for their help in this area. If you need any kind of test charts, please give him a ring: they 
are the best in the business. Thanks Dave! 
 
If you’d like to do something similar, contact us about any of the other pages. 
Sagacious_Pixel@OITP.org.  
 
On the business card page, we have Clark Wire & Cable*, McKeown Consulting*, AJA Video 
Systems*, Dorrough Electronics, Michael Couzens - Attorney at Law*, Thomson Broadcast 
Solutions/Grass Valley, BIA Finical Network, Thomson Broadcast Solutions/Grass Valley, 
Bloomfield Enterprises, LLC and DL Creations* Many of these are coming up for renewal also. 
Click on any of the names (above) and it will either take you to their website or give you an e-mail 
forum so you can e-mail them. Check these folks out; use them – if and when you need their 
products and/or services, but most important, let them know you appreciate their support of OITP.  
(* Recently renewed for a second year.) If it weren’t for them, we wouldn’t be. 
 
If you wish to put your business card on our site, contact us. Sagacious_Pixel@OITP.org. 
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Letters from our fellow survivors 

 
From: Jay Cordova   arteffects@mindspring.com  
 
My "hobby" of collection old movie opens, network animations, promos, fall campaigns, graphics, 
etc., particularly from the mid-sixties to the mid- to late-eighties, has turned into a serious search for 
high quality versions of some these materials. I was thinking some of you might have materials 
stored away in a basement or closet somewhere and may be willing to share them with me. It's a 
purely personal hobby, but I do share small mpeg-1 versions (using the Tsunami encoder, which I 
think is excellent) on a "TV Vault" web page I've set up. 
 
I would take great care of all tapes or film (I keep my library 
sealed in large ziplock bags, and as a result my 20 year old 1" 
tapes still look great with minimal dropout). I would dub to 
digibeta and can accommodate just about any format - 1", 
BetaSP, digibeta, 3/4", even Quad (although I have to go 
outside for the quad dubs). And I still collect anything on VHS. 
I'm guessing many of you may have been some of the first 
people like me with a VHS machine around 1980, perhaps 
earlier, and may have old tapes of shows that contain classic 
opens, promos, IDs, etc. 
 
Most of my trading has brought to me poor VHS copies of material, so I decided to seek out the 
highest quality versions I could. For example: I'm expecting a large box of Bill Feigenbaum's work 
next week. You probably know he did much pioneering 3D work in the early and mid-eighties, 
especially for CBS Sports, and he was also I believe art director at NBC back to the late 60's. He 
says he has dubs of NBC material that may no longer exist elsewhere. I've also contacted Lou 
Dorfsman, considered a legendary figure and responsible for the CBS airlook for about 40 years. All 
those movie opens and special effects we saw on CBS growing up -- Lou Dorfsman. He's 85 now 
but still has an office at CBS and is going to get his classic movie opens and more out of the CBS 
archives and his storage room at home for me. With time, I'm going to end up with a rare and 
priceless collection which I'll be happy to share with any of you who may be interested. 
 
I've got hours of material so far but am only able to post tidbits at a time on our server. The postings 
there are rather weak, but if you want to take a look, you'll get at least a glimpse of the kind of 
material I'm seeking. I've done the web postings for only a month or so to date, so I've little to show 
so far, but I usually try to add new material each week, as time permits. 
 
http://www.springboardcreative.com/TV_Vault/TV_Vault.htm  
 
User is "vault" and password is "spring". 
 
I've found that engineers and techs have saved old tapes that would have otherwise been trashed. For 
example, the first quad tape used by CBS for west coast delay broadcast of a live show (The Edsel 
Show) was said not to exist by CBS for 40 years. All they had was the kinescope that they ran 
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simultaneously with the tape, anticipating tape machine failure. But just several years ago, someone 
called engineering instead of CBS archives and a very old engineer had the tape in his desk -- where 
it had been for 40 years! I've seen a picture of it, labeled (scribbled) by hand "CBS worktape #1". 
 
Combined with a need for one for my "hobby", I purchased a working VPR-80 w/ TBC for $175. It 
came from a guy who owns a post house in Louisiana, via eBay. 
 
Jay Cordova 

 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
2004 ELECTION ISSUE 
From: Susan Clark   susanclark@clarkwire.com 
 
This is very interesting and something that even those of us not 
collecting now should look at seriously 
 
Since many of us have paid into FICA for years and are now 
receiving a Social Security check every month -- and then 
finding that we are getting taxed on 85% of the money we paid 
to the federal government to put away, you may be interested in 
the following: 
 
Immigrants moved into this country and at 65 got Social 
Security. The Government gave that to them although they never paid a dime into it. 
 
SOCIAL SECURITY:  

Perhaps we are asking the wrong questions during election years. 
Our Senators and Congress men and women do not pay into Social 
Security and, of course, they do not collect from it. 
 
You see, Social Security benefits were not suitable for persons of 
their rare elevation in society... They felt they should have a special 
plan for themselves. So, many years ago they voted in their own 
benefit plan. 
 

In more recent years, no congressperson has felt the need to change it. After all, it is a great plan. For 
all practical purposes their plan works like this: 
 
When they retire, they continue to draw the same pay until they die, except it may increase from 
time to time for cost of living adjustments. For example, former Senator Byrd and Congressman 
White and their wives may expect to draw $7,800,000.00 (that’s Seven Million, Eight-Hundred 
Thousand Dollars), with their wives drawing $275,000.00 during the last years of their lives. This is 
calculated on an average life span for each. Their cost for this excellent plan is $00.00. Nada! Zilch! 
This little perk they voted for themselves is free to them. You and I pick up the tab for this plan. The 
funds for this fine retirement plan come directly from the General Funds, our tax dollars at work! 

 6

mailto:susanclark@clarkwire.com


 
From our own Social Security Plan, which you and I pay (or have paid) into-every payday until we 
retire (which amount is matched by our employer) --we can expect to get an average $1,000 per 
month after retirement. Or, in other words, we would have to collect our average of $1,000. Monthly 
benefits for 68 years and one (1) month to equal Senator Bill Bradley’s benefits! 
 
Social Security could be very good if only one small change were made. That change would be to 
jerk the Golden Fleece Retirement Plan from under the Senators and Congressmen. Put them into the 
Social Security plan with the rest of us, then sit back and watch how fast they would fix it. 
 
If enough people receive this, maybe a seed of awareness will be planted and maybe good changes 
will evolve. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Quotes, A Little Humor (Very little) & More 

 
Holiday Fruitcake Recipe 

 
You'll need the following: 
1 C water 
1 C sugar 
1 C brown sugar 
4 large eggs lemon juice 
1 tsp. baking soda 
2 C dried fruit nuts 
1 tsp. salt 1 FULL bottle of your favorite whiskey 
 
Sample the whiskey to check for quality. Take a large bowl. Check the whiskey again to be sure that 
it is of the highest quality. Pour one level cup and drink. Repeat. 
 
Turn on the electric mixer. Beat 1 C of butter in a large fluffy bowl. 
Add 1 tsp. sugar and beat again. Make sure the whiskey is still okay. Cry another tup. Turn off the 
mixer. 
 
Break two legs and add to the bowl and chuck in the cup of dried fruit. 
 
Mix on the turner. If the fried druit gets stuck in the beaterers, pry it loose with a drewscriver. 
Sample the whiskey to check for tonsisticity. 
 
Next, sift 2 cups of salt. Or something. Who cares. 
 
Check the whiskey. Now sift the lemon juice and add one table. Spoon. Of sugar or something. 
Whatever you can find. 
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Grease the oven. Turn the cake tin to 350 degrees. Don't forget to off the beat turner. Throw the bowl 
out the window. Check the whiskey again. 
 
Go to bed. Who likes fruitcake anyway?! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
NEWS 

 
Many state governments are considering laws forbidding the 
use of cell phones while driving a car. Some have said it would 
be OK if it were a hands-free unit. We submit this as an option 
in an effort to save money and comply with any such laws. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The "Good Ole' Days"? 
 

THE YEAR OF 1903 
SOME STATISTICS FROM THE YEAR OF 1903 

 
The year is 1903 ... one hundred years ago ... what a difference a century makes! Here are some of 
the US statistics for 1903: 
 

• The average life expectancy in the US 
was 47 years. 

 
• Only 14 Percent of the homes in the US 

had a bathtub. 
 

• Only 8 percent of the homes had a 
telephone. 

 
• A three-minute call from Denver to 

New York City cost eleven dollars. 
 

• There were only 8,000 cars in the US, and only 144 miles of paved roads. 
 

• The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
 

• Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Tennessee were each more heavily populated than 
California. With a mere 1.4 million residents, California was only the 21st-most populous 
state in the Union. 

 
• The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. 
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• $1 in 1903 = $19.96 in 2002 (The calculator used ends at 2002.) 
 

• The average wage in the US was 22 cents an hour. ($0.22 in 1903 = $4.39 in 2002) 
 

• The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year. 
 

• A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per year, a 
veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000 per year, and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 
per year. 

 
• More than 95 percent of all births in the US took place at home. 

 
• Ninety percent of all US physicians had no college education. Instead, they attended medical 

schools, many of which were condemned in the press and by the government as 
"substandard." 

 
• Sugar cost four cents a pound. Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. Coffee cost fifteen cents a 

pound. 
 

• Most women only washed their hair once a month, and used borax or egg yolks for shampoo. 
 

• Canada passed a law prohibiting poor people from entering the country for any reason. 
 

• The five leading causes of death in the US were: 
 

1. Pneumonia and influenza 
2. Tuberculosis 
3. Diarrhea 
4. Heart disease 
5. Stroke 

 
• The American flag had 45 stars. Arizona, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Hawaii, and Alaska 

hadn't been admitted to the Union yet. 
 

• The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was 30. 
 

• Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea hadn't been invented. 
 

• There was no Mother's Day or Father's Day. 
 

• One in ten US adults couldn't read or write. Only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated 
high school. 
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• Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter at corner drugstores. 
According to one pharmacist, "Heroin clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the mind, 
regulates the stomach and the bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect guardian of health." 

 
• 18 percent of households in the US had at least one full-time servant or domestic. 

 
• There were only about 230 reported murders in the entire US. 

 
Here’s another one: 
 

• Sugar cost four cents a pound. Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. Coffee cost fifteen cents a 
pound. 

 
Here are some additional comments from Tom Taggart   tpt@eurekanet.com about 1903 
 
In 1903 my grandmother had been on the Pawtucket (R.I.) school board for a year. She could run for 
the post, but she couldn't vote for herself. The school board installed a telephone in the house, which 
was still lit by gas.  
 
My grandfather wouldn't get the house wired for electric for another 10~12 years. My mother, born 
in 1904, and her sister, born three years later, would get yelled at for jumping up in down in the hall 
because the vibration would break the gas mantles.  She remembers, when she was in high school 
that my father would tinker around with a radio set that could get KDKA at night. She also 
remembers, two years before, the flu epidemic that was raging through the country, --the high school 
was closed for weeks. 
 
My father, born in 1896, was "boarded out" one summer about this time to helped an uncle who was 
a preacher.  He remembered his uncle always saying that "the Lord will provide" but at 8 or 9, he 
kinda thought that the Lord was doing a poor job of as far as the provisions were concerned. 
 
What is amazing is not only how far we've come, but how short of time it took.  My father, who 

story that December about the bicycle makers from Dayton 
who flew at Kitty Hawk, watched the moon landing live on a 
color TV. 

may--or may not have seen the small 

ne can only wonder what it will be like a hundred years from NOW. 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
And my mother is sitting in the same room with me, watching 
the stock market report on CNBC as I type this. She tries for 
KDKA at night, but settled on WLW.  Don't know if her 
doctor has any vaccine left for her flue shot--she will find out 
next week. There's a flu epidemic going around, you know.... 
 

O
 

 10

mailto:tpt@eurekanet.com


A 1895 Test 
 
If you thought that surviving High School and then going to college and beyond were rough, check 
this out. It's incredible the level of scholastic mandate some school districts had way back when! 
 
Remember when our grandparents, great-grandparents, and such stated that they only had an 8th  
grade education? Well, check this out. Could any of us have passed the 8th grade in 1895? (LOOK 
CLOSELY... THAT'S EIGHTEEN NINETY FIVE) 
 
This is the eighth-grade final exam from 1895 in Salina, KS, USA. It was taken from the original 
document on file at the Smokey Valley Genealogical Society and Library in Salina, KS, and 
reprinted by the Salina Journal. 
 

8th Grade Final Exam: Salina, KS -1895 
******************************** 

Grammar (Time, one hour) 
 
1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters. 
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no Modifications. 
 
3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph. 
4. What are the Principal Parts of a verb? Give Principal Parts of lie, lay and run. 
5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case. 
6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for principal marks of Punctuation. 
7 - 10. Write a composition of about 150 words and show therein that you understand the practical 
use of the rules of grammar. 
 

***************************************** 
Arithmetic (Time, 1.25 hours) 
 
1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of 
Arithmetic. 
2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, and 3 ft. 
wide. How many bushels of wheat will it hold? 
3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it worth 
at 50cts/bushel, deducting 1050 lbs. for tare? 
4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is 
the necessary levy to carry on a school seven months at 
$50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals? 
5. Find cost of 6720 lbs. coal at $6.00 per ton. 
6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 
days at 7 percent. 
7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 
ft. long at $20 per meter? 
8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 
10 percent. 
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9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the distance around which is 640 rods? 
10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt. 
 

******************************************** 
U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes) 
 
1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divided. 
2. Give an account of the discovery of America by Columbus. 
3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War. 
4. Show the territorial growth of the United States. 
5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas. 
6. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion. 
7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe? 
8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, and 1865. 
 
********************************************** 
Orthography (Time, one hour) 
1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, phonetic, orthography, etymology, and syllabication? 
2. What are elementary sounds? How classified? 
3. What are the following, and give examples of each: Trigraph, subvocals, diphthong, cognate 
letters, and linguals? 
4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u.' 
5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e.' Name two exceptions under each rule. 
6. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each. 
7. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, post, non, 
inter, mono, sup. 
8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following, and name the sign that indicates the 
sound: card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last. 
9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, 
raise, rays. 
10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical marks 
and by syllabication. 
 
******************************************** 
Geography (Time, one hour) 
 
1. What is climate? Upon what does climate depend? 
2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in Kansas? 
3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the ocean? 
4. Describe the mountains of North America. 
5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, St. 
Helena, Juan Fernandez, Aspinwall and Orinoco. 
6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S.. 
7. Name all the republics of Europe and give the capital of each. 
8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude? 
9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean returns to the sources of rivers. 
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10. Describe the movements of the earth. Give the inclination of the earth. 
 

++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Feeling Old? 
THE CLASS OF 2003 

 
Just in case you weren't feeling old enough today, this will certainly change things. Each year the 
staff at Beloit College in Wisconsin puts together a list to try to give the Faculty a sense of the 
mindset of this year's incoming freshman.  
 
Here is this year's list: 
 

• The people who are starting college this fall across the nation were born in 1985. 
• They have no meaningful recollection of the Reagan Era and probably did not know he had 

ever been shot. 
• They were prepubescent when the Persian Gulf War was waged.  
• There has been only one Pope in their lifetime. 
• They were 8 when the Soviet Union broke apart and do not remember the Cold War. 
• They are too young to remember the space shuttle blowing up. 
• Tiananmen Square means nothing to them. 
• Bottle caps have always been screw off and plastic.  
• Atari predates them, as do vinyl albums. 
• The statement "You sound like a broken record" means nothing to them. 
• They have never owned a record player. 
• They have likely never played Pac Man and have never heard of Pong. 
• They may have never heard of an 8 track. The Compact Disc was introduced when they were 

1 year old. 
• They have always had an answering machine. 
• Most have never seen a TV set with only 13 channels, nor have they seen a black and white 

TV. 
• They have always had cable. 
• There have always been VCRs, but they have no idea what BETA was. 
• They cannot fathom not having a remote control. 
• They don't know what a cloth baby diaper is, or know about the "Help me, I've fallen and I 

can't get up" commercial. 
 
Feeling old yet? There's more: 
 

• They were born the year that Walkman were introduced by Sony. 
• Roller skating has always meant inline for them. 
• Michael Jackson has always been white. 
• Jay Leno has always been on the Tonight Show. 
• They have no idea when or why Jordache jeans were cool. 
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• Popcorn has always been cooked in the microwave. 
• They have never seen Larry Bird play. 
• They never took a swim and thought about Jaws. 
• The Vietnam War is as ancient history to them as W.W.I, W.W.II and the Civil War. 
• They have no idea that Americans were ever held hostage in Iran. 
• They can't imagine what hard contact lenses are. 
• They don't know who Mork was or where he was from. (The correct answer, by the way, is 

Ork) 
• They never heard: "Where's the beef?", "I'd walk a mile for a Camel," or "De plane, de 

plane!" 
• They do not care who shot J.R. and have no idea who J.R. was. 
• Kansas, Chicago, Boston, America, and Alabama are bands, not places. 
• There has always been MTV. 
• They don't have a clue how to use a typewriter. 

 
Do you feel old yet? If you do, then pass this on to some other 20 old fogies...but don't send it back 
to me, I feel old enough. 
 

++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Pastor’s Calling Card 
 

 A pastor went out one Saturday to visit his church members. At one house it 
was obvious that someone was home, but nobody came to the door even 
though the pastor had knocked several times. Finally, the pastor took out his 
card and wrote "Revelations 3:20" on the back of it, and stuck it in the door. 
[Revelations 3:20: Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him and him 
with me.]  
 

The next day, the card turned up in the collection plate. Below the pastor's message was the notation 
"Genesis 3:10". [Genesis 3:10: I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.] 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ATTITUDE 
 
The 92-year-old, petite, well-poised and proud lady, who is fully dressed each morning by eight  
o'clock, with her hair fashionably coifed and makeup perfectly applied, even though she is legally 
blind, moved to a nursing home today. Her husband of 70 years recently passed away, making the 
move necessary.  
 
After many hours of waiting patiently in the lobby of the nursing home, she smiled sweetly when 
told her room was ready. As she maneuvered her walker to the elevator, I provided a visual 
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description of her tiny room, including the eyelet sheets that had been hung on her window. "I love 
it," she stated with the enthusiasm of an eight-year-old having just been presented with a new puppy. 
 
"Mrs. Jones, you haven't seen the room .... Just wait." "That doesn't have anything to do with it," she 
replied. "Happiness is something you decide on ahead of time. Whether I like my room or not 
doesn't depend on how the furniture is arranged...  it's how I arrange my mind. I already decided to 
love it ... "It's a decision I make every morning when I wake up. I have a choice; I can spend the day 
in bed recounting the difficulty I have with the parts of my body that no longer work, or get out of 
bed and be thankful for the ones that do. Each day is a gift, and as long as my eyes open I'll focus on 
the new day and all the happy memories I've stored away ...  just for this time in my life. Old age is 
like a bank account ...  you withdraw from what you've put in … So, my advice to you would be to 
deposit a lot of happiness in the bank account of memories. 
 
“Thank you for your part in filling my Memory bank. I am still depositing.” 
 
Remember the five simple rules to be happy: 

1. Free your heart from hatred. 
2. Free your mind from worries. 
3. Live simply. 
4. Give more. 
5. Expect less. 

 
 
FAMILY: 
Are you aware that if we died tomorrow, the company that 
we are working for could easily replace us in a matter of 
days? But the family we left behind will feel the loss for 
the rest of their lives. And come to think of it, we pour 
ourselves more into work than into our own family, an 
unwise investment indeed, don't you think? So what is 
behind the story? 
 
Do you know what the word FAMILY means? 
 
FAMILY = (F)ATHER (A)ND (M)OTHER (I) (L)OVE 
(Y)OU 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

4 Websites to Visit. 
 
This web site is a scream, but you must see the posters at:  www.despair.com  
 
Click on the link below and turn up the volume, it is a good, good trip: 
http://wires.news.com.au/special/mm/030811-hubble.htm  
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Soldering in space: http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2003/10nov_solder.htm  
 
Powers of ten: Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida has put up a very interesting Java applet 
on their site. It begins as a view of the Milky Way  Galaxy viewed from a distance of 10 million 
light years and then zooms into  towards Earth in powers of ten of distance. 10 million, to one 
million, to  100,000 light years and so on and then when it finally reaches a large Oak  tree leaf. But 
that is not all it zooms into the leaf until it reaches to  the level of the quarks viewed at 100 
attometers. 
http://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/java/scienceopticsu/powersof10/index.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Shipping Situations 
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A shepherd was herding his flock 
 
A shepherd was herding his flock in a remote pasture when 
suddenly a brand-new BMW advanced out of the dust cloud 
towards him. The driver, a young man in a Broni suit, Gucci shoes, 
Ray Ban sunglasses and YSL tie, leaned out the window and 
asked the shepherd, "If I tell you exactly how many sheep you 
have in your flock, will you give me one?"  
 
The shepherd looked at the man, obviously a yuppie, then looked 
at his peacefully-grazing flock and calmly answered, "Sure." The yuppie parked his car, whipped out 
his notebook and connected it to a cell phone, then he surfed to a NASA page on the Internet where 
he called up a surveillance satellite system, scanned the area, and then opened up a database and an 
Excel spreadsheet with complex formulas. He sent an email on his Blackberry and, after a few 
minutes, received a response. 
 
Finally, he prints out a 150 page report on his hi-tech, miniaturized printer then turns to the shepherd 
and says, "You have exactly 1586 sheep." "That is correct; take one of the sheep." said the shepherd. 
He watches the young man select one of the animals and bundle it into his car. 
 
Then the shepherd says: " If I can tell you exactly what your business is, will you give me back my 
sheep?" "OK, why not." answered the young man. 
 
"Clearly, you are a consultant." said the shepherd. 
"That's correct," says the yuppie, "but how did you guess that?" 
 
"No guessing required." answers the shepherd. "You turned up here although nobody called you. 
You want to get paid for an answer I already knew, to a question I never asked, and you don't know 
anything about my business. Now give me back my dog." 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
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7 reasons to not mess with a child: 
 

1. A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher said it was physically 
impossible for a whale to swallow a human because even though it was a very large mammal 
its throat was very small. The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale. Irritated, 
the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human; it was physically impossible. 
The little girl said, "When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah". The teacher asked, "What if 
Jonah went to hell?" The little girl replied, "Then you ask him". 

 
2. A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. 

She would occasionally walk around to see each child's work. As she got to one little girl 
who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was. The girl replied, "I'm drawing 
God." The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks like." Without 
missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, "They will in a minute." 

 
3. A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six year 

olds. After explaining the commandment to "honor" thy Father and thy Mother, she asked, 
"Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?" Without 
missing a beat one little boy (the oldest of a family) answered, "Thou shall not kill." 

 
4. One day a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. 

She suddenly noticed that her mother has several strands of white hair sticking out in contrast 
on her brunette head. She looked at her mother and inquisitively asked, "Why are some of 
your hairs white, Mom?" Her mother replied, "Well, every time that you do something wrong 
and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white." The little girl thought about this 
revelation for a while and then said, "Momma, how come ALL of grandma's hairs are 
white?" 

 
5. The children had all been photographed, and the teacher was trying to persuade them each to 

buy a copy of the group picture. "Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you are all 
grown up and say, 'There's Jennifer, she's a lawyer,' or 'That's Michael, He's a doctor.' A 
small voice at the back of the room rang out, "And there's the teacher, She's dead." 

 
6. A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood. Trying to make the matter 

clearer, she said, "Now, class, if I stood on my head, the blood, as you know, would run into 
it, and I would turn red in the face." "Yes," the class said. "Then why is it that while I am 
standing upright in the ordinary posit ion the blood doesn't run into my feet?" A little fellow 
shouted, "Cause your feet ain't empty." 

 
7. The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for lunch. At the 

head of the table was a large pile of apples. The nun made a note, and posted on the apple 
tray: "Take only ONE. God is watching. "Moving further along the lunch line, at the other 
end of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. A child had written a note, "Take 
all you want. God is watching the apples". 

 
+++++++++++++++++++ 
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WHAT IS LOVE? 

 
A group of professional people posed this question to a  group of 4 to 8 year-olds, "What does love 
mean?" The answers they got were broader and deeper than anyone could have imagined. 
 
See what you think: 
 
      When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and 
paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all the 
time, even when his hands got  arthritis too. That's love. 
 
Rebecca - age 8 
      When someone loves you, the way they say your name is 
different. 
You know that your name is safe in their mouth. 
 
Billy - age 4 
      Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and 
smell each other. 
 
Karl - age 5 
      Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making 
them give you any of theirs. 
 
Chrissy - age 6 
      Love is what makes you smile when you're tired. 
 
Terri - age 4 
      Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, 
to make sure the taste is OK. 
 
Danny - age 7 
      Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get tired of kissing, you still want to be 
together and you talk more. My Mommy and Daddy are like that. They look gross when they kiss. 
 
Emily - age 8 
      Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen. 
 
Bobby - age 7 (Wow!) 
      If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate. 
 
Nikka - age 6 
      Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it everyday. 
 
Noelle - age 7 
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      Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they know 
each other so well. 
 
Tommy -  age 6 
      My mommy loves me more than  anybody. You don't see anyone else kissing me to sleep at 
night. 
 
Clare - age 6 
      Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken. 
 
Elaine-age 5 
      Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert 
Redford. 
 
Chris - age 7 
      Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day. 
 
Mary Ann - age 4 
      I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and has to go out and 
buy new ones. 
 
Lauren - age 4 
      When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of you. 
 
Karen - age 7 
      You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it a 
lot. People forget. 
 
Jessica - age 8 
      The final one -- Is from a contest that was held to find the most caring child.... 
 
      And the winner was a four-year-old child whose next door neighbor was an elderly gentleman 
who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s 
yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there.   When his Mother asked him what he had said to the 
neighbor, the little boy said, "Nothing, I just helped him cry."  

 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
A matter of prospective 

 A cardiologist died and was given an elaborate funeral. A huge heart covered in 
flowers stood behind the casket during the service. 
 
Following the eulogy, the heart opened, and the casket rolled inside. The heart 
then closed, sealing the doctor in the beautiful heart forever. 
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At that point, one of the mourners burst into laughter. When all eyes stared at him, he said, "I'm 
sorry, I was just thinking of my own funeral...I'm a gynecologist." 
 
And at that point, the proctologist fainted. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SO, YOU THINK YOU KNOW EVERYTHING! 
 
   Do you know everything? 
 

• A dime has 118 ridges around the edge. 
• A  cat has 32 muscles in each ear. 
• A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out. 
• A dragonfly has a life span of 24 hours. 
• A goldfish has a memory span of three 

seconds. 
• A group of geese on the ground is a gaggle; 

a group of geese in the air is a skein. 
• A "jiffy" is an actual unit of time for 

1/100th of a second. 
• A shark is the only fish that can blink with 

both eyes. 
• A snail can sleep for three years. 
• Al Capone's business card said he was a 

used furniture dealer. 
• All 50 states are listed across the top of the 

Lincoln Memorial on the back of the $5 bill. 
• All of the clocks in the movie "Pulp 

Fiction" are stuck on 4:20. 
• Almonds are a member of the peach family. 
• An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain. 
• Babies are born without kneecaps. They don't appear until the child reaches 2 to 6 years of 

age. 
• Butterflies taste with their feet. 
• Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds. 
• Dogs only have about 10. 
• Did you know that crocodiles never outgrow the pool in which they live? 
• "Dreamt" is the only English word that  ends in the letters "mt". 
• February 1865 is the only month in recorded history not to have a full moon. 
• In England, the Speaker of the House is not allowed to speak. 
• In the last 4,000 years, no new animals have been domesticated. 
• If the population of China walked past you, in single file, the line would never end because 

of the rate of reproduction. 
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• If you are an average American, in your whole life, you will spend an average of 6 months 
waiting at red lights. 

• In most advertisements, the time displayed on a watch is 10:10 . 
• It's impossible to sneeze with your eyes open. 
• Leonardo Da Vinci invented the scissors. 
• Los Angeles' full name is "El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora la Reina de los Angeles de 

Porciuncula" 
• Maine is the only state whose name is just one syllable. 
• Mr. Rogers was an ordained minister. 
• No word in the English language rhymes with month, orange, silver, or purple. 
• On a Canadian two dollar bill, the flag flying over the Parliament building is an American 

flag. 
• Our eyes are always the same size from birth, but our nose and ears never stop growing. 
• Peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite. 
• Pinocchio is Italian for "pine eye." 
• Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated. 
• Shakespeare invented the words 'assassination' and 'bump.' 
• "Stewardesses" is the longest word typed with only the left hand; "lollipop" with your right. 
• The average person falls asleep in seven minutes. 
• The average person's left hand does 56% of the typing. 
• The Bible does not say there were three wise men; it only says there were three gifts. 
• The characters Bert and Ernie on Sesame Street were named after Bert the cop and Ernie the 

taxi driver in Frank Capra's "It's a Wonderful Life." 
• The cruise liner, QE2, moves only six inches for each gallon of diesel that it burns. 
• The giant squid has the largest eyes in the world. 
• The longest one-syllable word in the English language is screeched. 
• The microwave was invented after a researcher walked by a radar tube and a chocolate bar 

melted in his pocket. 
• The only 15-letter word that can be spelled without repeating a letter is "uncopyrightable". 
• The sentence: "The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog" uses every letter of the 

alphabet. 
• The winter of 1932 was so cold that Niagara Falls froze completely solid. 
• The words 'racecar,' 'kayak' and 'level' are the same whether they are read left to right or right 

to left (palindromes). 
• There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar. 
• There are 336 dimples on a regulation golf ball. 
• There are more chickens than people in the world. 
• There are only four words in the English  language which end in "dous": tremendous, 

horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous. 
• There are two words in the English language that have all five vowels in order: "abstemious" 

and "facetious." 
• There is a word in the English language with only one vowel, which occurs five times: 

"indivisibility." 
• There's no Betty Rubble in the Flintstones Chewable Vitamins. 
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• Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur. 
• Two-thirds of the world's eggplant is grown in New Jersey. 
• TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made using the letters only on one row of the 

keyboard. 
• Winston Churchill was born in a ladies' room during a dance. 
• Women blink nearly twice as much as men. 
• Your stomach has to produce a new layer of mucus every two weeks; otherwise it will digest 

itself. 
 
Now you know everything! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Three Little Pigs.....  Brooklyn Style! 
 
  Once upon a time there were three little pigs; the straw pig, the stick pig, and the brick pig.  
 
  One day this nasty old wolf came up to the straw pigs house and said
gonna huff and puff and blow your house down." And he did!!!! 

, "I'm 

 
 
f 

 
  So the straw pig went running over to the stick pig's house and said,
"Please let me in, the wolf just blew down my house." So the stick pig let
the straw pig in. Just then the wolf showed up and said, "I'm gonna huf
and puff and blow your house down." And he did!!!  
 
  So the straw pig and the stick pig went running over to the brick pig's house and said, "Let us in, let 
us in, the big bad wolf just blew our houses down." So the brick pig let them in just as the wolf 
showed up. The wolf said, "I'm gonna huff and puff and blow your house down." The straw pig and 
the stick were so scared!  But the brick pig picked up the phone and made a call. 
 
  A few minutes passed and a big, black stretch limo pulls up.  Out stepped two massive pigs in 
pinstriped suits and fedora hats. These pigs come over to the wolf, grab him by the neck and beat the 
living shit out of him, then one of them pulled out a gun, stuck it in his mouth and fired killing the 
wolf, then they got back into their limo and drove off. The straw pig and stick pig were amazed!!! 
"Who the hell were those guys?" they asked.  
 
"Those were my cousins from Brooklyn....The Guinea Pigs."  
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Four Simple Questions 
 
Below are four (4) questions. You have to answer them instantly. You can't 
take your time, answer all of them immediately. OK? Let's find out just 
how clever you really are. Ready? 
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First Question: You are participating in a race. You overtake the second person. What position are 
you in? 
 
Second Question: If you overtake the last person, then you are...? 
 
Third Question: Very tricky math! Note: This must be done in your head only. Do NOT use paper 
and pencil or a calculator. Try it. Take 1000 and add 40 to it. Now add another 1000. Now add 30. 
Add another 1000. Now add 20. Now add another 1000. Now add 10. What is the total? 
 
Fourth question: Mary's father has five daughters: 1. Nana, 2. Nene, 3. Nini, 4. Nono. What is the 
name of the fifth daughter? 
 
Answer to the first question: If you answered that you are first, you are absolutely wrong! If you 
overtake the second person and you take his place, you are second! 
 
Answer to the second question: If you answered that you are second to last, then you are wrong 
again. Tell me, how can you overtake the LAST person?!  
 
Answer to the third question: Did you get 5000? The correct answer is actually 4100. Don't believe 
it? Check with your calculator! 
 
Answer to the fourth question: Did you answer Nunu? NO! Of course not! Her name is Mary. Read 
the question again 
 
KEEP THIS GOING TO FRUSTRATE THE "SMART PEOPLE" IN YOUR LIFE 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Living in 2003 

 
You know you live in 2003 when...... 
 
 1. You accidentally enter your password on the microwave. 
 2. You haven't played solitaire with real cards in years. 
 3. You have a list of 15 phone numbers to reach your family of three. 
 4. You E-mail your friend who works at the desk next to you. 
 5. Your reason for not staying in touch with friends is that they do not have E-mail addresses. 
 6. When you go home after a long day at work you still answer the phone in a business manner. 
 7. When you make phone calls from home, you accidentally dial "9" to get an outside line. 
 8. You've sat at the same desk for four years and worked for three different companies. 
 10. You learn you've been laid off on the 11 o'clock news. 
 11. Your boss doesn't have the ability to do your job. 
 12. Contractors outnumber permanent staff and are more likely to get long-service awards. 
 13. You read this entire list, and kept nodding and smiling. 
 14. As you read this list, you think about forwarding it to your "friends". 
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 15. You got this E-mail from a friend that never talks to you any more, except to send you jokes 
from the net. 
 16. You are too busy to notice there was not a No. 9. 
 17. You actually scrolled back up to check that there wasn't a No.9. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Murphy’s Other Laws Discovered 
 
1. Everyone has a photographic memory. Some don't have film.  
2. He who laughs last thinks slowest. 
3. A day without sunshine is like, well, night. 
4. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 
5. Back up my hard drive? How do I put it in reverse? 
6. I just got lost in thought. It was unfamiliar territory. 
7. When the chips are down, the buffalo is empty. 
8. Seen it all, done it all. Can't remember most of it. 

9. Those that live by the sword get shot by those who don't. 
10. I feel like I'm diagonally parked in a parallel universe. 
11. He's not dead. He's electroencephalographically challenged. 
12. She's always late. In fact, her ancestors arrived on the "Juneflower." 
13. You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say will be misquoted and used against you. 
14. I wonder how much deeper the ocean would be without sponges. 
15. Honk if you love peace and quiet. 
16. Pardon my driving, I'm reloading. 
17. Despite the cost of living, have you noticed how it remains so popular? 
18. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool. 
19. It is hard to understand how a cemetery can raise its burial costs and blame it on the higher cost 
of living. 
20. Just remember if the world didn't suck, we'd all fall off. 
21. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right, there's a 90% 
probability you'll get it wrong. 
22. It is said that if you line up all the cars in the world end to end, someone would be stupid enough 
to try and pass them. 
23. You can't have everything. Where would you put it? 
24. Latest survey shows that 3 out of 4 people make up 75% of the world population. 
25. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it. 
26. The things that come to those that wait may be the things left by those who got there first. 
27. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish and he will sit in a boat all day 
drinking. 
28. Flashlight: A case for holding dead batteries. 
29. The shin bone is a device for finding furniture. 
30. A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well. 
31. It was recently discovered that research causes cancer in rats. 
32. Everybody lies, but it doesn't matter since nobody listens. 
33. I wished the buck stopped here, as I could use a few. 
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34. I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it. 
35. When you go into court, you are putting yourself in the hands of 12 people who weren't smart 
enough to get out of jury duty. 
36. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Way to go Andy 
 
This is what Andy Rooney said on "60 Minutes" a few weeks back:  
 
"I like big cars, big boats, big motorcycles, big houses and big 
campfires. I believe the money I make belongs to me and my family, 
not some governmental stooge with a bad comb-over who wants to 
give it away to crack addicts for squirting out babies. 
 
Guns do not make you a killer. I think killing makes you a killer.  You 
can kill someone with a baseball bat or a car, but no one is trying to 
ban you from driving to the ball game. 
 
I believe they are called the Boy Scouts for a reason that is why there 
are no girls allowed. Girls belong in the Girl Scouts! ARE YOU LISTENING MARTHA BURKE? 
 
I think that if you feel homosexuality is wrong, it is not a phobia, it is an opinion. 
 
I don't think being a minority makes you a victim of anything except numbers. The only things I can 
think of that are truly discriminatory are things like the United Negro College Fund, Jet Magazine, 
Black Entertainment Television, and Miss Black America. 
 
Try to have things like the United Caucasian College Fund, Cloud Magazine, White Entertainment 
Television, or Miss White America; and see what happens. Jesse Jackson will be knocking down 
your door.  
 
I have the right "NOT" to be tolerant of others because they are different, weird, or tick me off. 
When 70% of the people who get arrested are black, in cities where 70% of the population is black, 
that is not racial profiling, it is the Law of Probability. 
 
I believe that if you are selling me a milk shake, a pack of cigarettes, a newspaper or a hotel room, 
you must do it in English! As a matter of fact, if you want to be an American citizen, you should 
have to speak English! 
 
My father and grandfather didn't die in vain so you can leave the countries you were born in to come 
over and disrespect ours. 
 
I think the police should have every right to shoot your sorry self if you threaten them after they tell 
you to stop. If you can't understand the word "freeze" or "stop" in English, see the above lines. 
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I don't think just because you were not born in this country, you are qualified for any special loan 
programs, government sponsored bank loans or tax breaks, etc., so you can open a hotel, coffee shop, 
trinket store, or any other business. 
 
We did not go to the aid of certain foreign countries and risk our lives in wars to defend their 
freedoms, so that decades later they could come over here and tell us our constitution is a living 
document; and open to their interpretations. 
 
I believe a self-righteous liberal or conservative with a cause is more dangerous than a Hell's Angel 
with an attitude. 
 
I think Bill Gates has every right to keep every penny he made and continue to make more. If it ticks 
you off, go and invent the next operating system that's better, and put your name on the building. 
Ask your buddy that invented the Internet to help you. 
 
"I think tattoos and piercing are fine if you want them, but please don't pretend they are a political 
statement. And, please, stay home until that new lip ring heals. I don't want to look at your ugly 
infected mouth as you serve me french fries! 
 
I am sick of "Political Correctness." I know a lot of black people, and not a single one of them was 
born in Africa; so how can they be "African-Americans"? Besides, Africa is a continent. I don't go 
around saying I am a European-American because my great, great, great, great, great, great 
grandfather was from Europe. 
 
I am proud to be from America and nowhere else. And if you don't like my point of view, tough. 
DON'T PASS IT ON!!" 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Racism and Brain Function 
Found at www.brainconnection.com 

 
To the litany of arguments against prejudice, scientists are now 
adding a new one: Racism can make you stupid. That is the 
message of an unusual and striking new series of experiments 
conducted at  Dartmouth College, with the help of brain-
imaging equipment and a crew of undergraduate volunteers.  
 
According to the findings, the more biased people are, the more 
their brain power is axed by contact with someone of another 
race, as they struggle not to say or do anything offensive. The 
effect is so strong, the team found, that even a five-minute 
conversation with a black person left some of the white subjects 
unable to perform well on a test of cognitive ability. "Just 
having a prejudice makes you stupider," said John Gabrieli, a 
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professor of psychology at Stanford University who was not involved in the research. "It is really 
interesting." Researchers cannot yet predict how racial bias as measured in the lab will translate into 
overt racist attitudes or actions. But the new brain-imaging work, reported in today's edition of the 
journal Nature Neuroscience, represents the most detailed look yet at the way racial biases function 
in the brain.  
 
The work also paints a dispiriting portrait of the state of the nation's race relations, the lead 
researcher said, even among the well-educated, well-meaning Dartmouth undergraduates whom the 
scientists studied. "I think people are getting caught in this trap where they are trying not to do the 
wrong thing, rather than trying to act natural," said Jennifer A. Richeson, an assistant professor of 
psychological and brain sciences at Dartmouth College. "Somehow we have to get past this awkward 
phase."  
 
Richeson and her colleagues began by recruiting a group of white Dartmouth undergraduates and 
asked them to perform an "Implicit Association Test," a test that is widely used to measure 
unconscious racial bias. The subject is given a screen and two buttons. First, the subject is asked to 
push the button on the left if the word that appears on the screen is a positive word, like beauty, or a 
common first name for a white person, such as Nancy. Otherwise, they are instructed to push the 
button on the right. After a session, the test is changed slightly, and the names given are those more 
common for a black person, such as Tyrone. The greater the difference between the reaction times in 
the two sessions, the more the person has trouble associating black names with positive concepts.  
 
Next the team had each of the students speak briefly with a black experimenter and then perform a 
test of cognitive ability called the Stroop test. They showed that the higher a bias score the student 
had in the IAT test, the worse they did on the Stroop test after speaking with the black experimenter. 
To uncover what was behind this effect, the team used a functional magnetic resonance imager, 
which is able to peer inside the brain and measure the level of activity in different areas. Each 
student was then shown a series of photographs, some of white males and some of black males. The 
more biased a student was, the more the team saw a certain area of their brain activate, an area 
associated with "executive control," conscious efforts to direct thinking. This, Richeson said, is a 
sign the brain is struggling not to think inappropriate thoughts.  
 
Based on the findings, the team suggested that when a biased person interacts with someone of 
another race, even briefly, it exhausts the part of the brain in charge of executive control, leaving it 
temporarily unable to perform as well on the Stroop test and, presumably, other tasks. The report is 
the first time that researchers have shown a connection between racial bias and the parts of the brain 
responsible for higher functions, according to several neuroscientists who were not involved in the 
research. It is part of a nascent movement to study the neurological basis of social phenomena, in 
particular racism.  
 
One study, by Elizabeth A. Phelps at New York University, found that biased people are more likely 
to have greater activity in their amygdale, a portion of the brain associated with negative emotions 
like fear, when shown the picture of a black person they don't know. Another, conducted by 
Stanford's Gabrieli and other scientists, showed that the brains of white people process white and 
black faces differently from the moment they see them. -----  
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To see more of The Boston Globe, or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to 
http://www.boston.com/globe  (c) 2003, The Boston Globe. Distributed by Knight Ridder/Tribune 
Business News.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Family Oriented Texan. 
 
A cowboy walks into a bar in Texas, orders three mugs of Budweiser 
and sits in the back room,  drinking a sip out of each one in turn.  
When he finishes them, he comes back to the bar and orders three more. 
 
The bartender approaches and tells the cowboy, "You know, a mug 
goes flat after I draw it from the beertap.  It would taste better if you 
bought one at a time." 
 
The cowboy replies, "Well, you see, I have two brothers.  One is in 
Australia, the other is in Dublin, and I'm in Texas.  When we all left 
home, we promised that we'd drink this way to remember the days we 
drank together. So I drink one for each of my brothers and one for 
myself." 
 
The bartender admits that this is a nice custom, and leaves it there. The 
cowboy becomes a regular in the bar, and always drinks the same way. 
He orders three mugs and drinks them in turn. 
 
One day, he comes in and orders two mugs.  All the regulars take notice and fall silent.  When he 
comes back to the bar for the second round, the bartender says, "I don't want to intrude on your grief, 
but I wanted to offer my condolences on your loss." 
 
The cowboy looks quite puzzled for a moment, then a light dawns and he laughs.  "Oh, no, 
everybody's just fine," he explains, "It's just that my wife and I joined the Baptist Church so I had to 
quit drinking...Hasn't affected my brothers though." 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Darwin Awards 2003 
 

  Yes, these are all true. They are finally out again. You all know about the Darwin 
Awards. It's an annual honor given to the person who did the gene pool the biggest 
service by killing themselves in the most extraordinarily stupid way. Last year's 
winner was the fellow who was killed by a Coke machine which toppled over on 
top of him as he was attempting to tip a free soda out of it.  
 
This year’s nominees are, in reverse order: 
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  9. A young Canadian man, searching for a way of getting drunk cheaply, because he had no money 
with which to buy alcohol, mixed gasoline with   milk. Not surprisingly, this concoction made him 
ill, and he vomited into the fireplace in his house. This resulting explosion and fire burned his house 
down, killing both him and his sister. 
 
  8. A 34-year-old white male found dead in the basement of his home died of suffocation, according 
to police. He was approximately 6' 2" tall and weighed 225 pounds. He was wearing a pleated skirt, 
white bra, black and white saddle shoes, and a woman's wig. It appeared that he was trying to create 
a schoolgirl's uniform look. He was also wearing a military gas mask that had the filter canister 
removed and a rubber hose attached in   its place. The other end of the hose was connected to one 
end of a hollow tube approx. 12" long and 3" in diameter. The tube's other end was inserted into his 
rectum for reasons unknown, and was the cause of his suffocation. Police found the task of 
explaining the circumstances of his death to his family very awkward. 
 
  7. Three Brazilian men were flying in a light aircraft at low altitude when another plane approached. 
It appears that they decided to moon the occupants of the other plane, but lost control of their own 
aircraft and crashed. They were all found dead in the wreckage with their pants around their ankles. 
 
  6. A police officer in Ohio responded to a 911 call. She had no details before arriving, except that 
someone had reported that his father was not breathing. Upon arrival, the officer found the man face 
down on the couch naked. When she rolled him over to check for a pulse and to start CPR, she 
noticed burn marks around his genitals. After the ambulance arrived and removed the man - who 
was declared dead on arrival at the hospital – the police made a closer inspection of the couch, and 
noticed that the man had made a hole between the cushions. Upon flipping the couch over, they 
discovered what had caused his death. Apparently, the man had a habit of putting his penis between 
the cushions, down into the hole and between two electrical sanders (with the sandpaper removed, 
for   obvious reasons).According to the story, after his orgasm the discharge shorted out one of the 
sanders, electrocuting him. 
 
  5. A 27-year-old French woman lost control of her car on a highway near Marseilles and crashed 
into a tree, seriously injuring her passenger and killing herself. As a commonplace road accident, this 
would not have qualified for a Darwin nomination, were it not for the fact that the driver's attention 
had been distracted by her Tamagotchi key ring, which had started urgently beeping for food as she 
drove along. In an attempt to press the correct buttons to save the Tamagotchi's life, the woman 
  lost her own. 
 
  4. A 22-year-old, Glade Drive, Reston, VA, man was found dead after he tried to use octopus straps 
to bungee jump off a 70 foot railroad trestle. Fairfax County police said Eric Barcia, a fast-food 
worker, taped a bunch of these straps together, wrapped one end around one foot, anchored the other 
end to the trestle at Lake Accotink Park, jumped and hit the pavement. Warren Carmichael, a police 
spokesman, said investigators think Barcia was alone because his car was found nearby.   "The 
length of the cord that he had assembled was greater than the distance between the trestle and the 
ground" Carmichael said. Police say the apparent cause of death was "major trauma." 
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  3. A man in Alabama died from rattlesnake bites. It seems that he and a friend were playing a game 
of catch, using the rattlesnake as a ball. The friend, no doubt a future Darwin Awards candidate, was 
hospitalized. 
 
  2. Employees in a medium sized warehouse in 
west Texas noticed the smell of a gas leak. 
Sensibly, management evacuated the building 
extinguishing all potential sources of ignition; 
lights, power, etc. After the building had been 
evacuated, two technicians from the gas 
company were dispatched. Upon entering the 
building, they found they had difficulty 
navigating in the dark. To their frustration, none 
of the lights worked. Witnesses later described 
the sight of one of the technicians reaching into 
his pocket and retrieving an object that 
resembled a cigarette lighter. Upon operation of 
the lighter like object, the gas in the warehouse 
exploded, sending pieces of it up to three miles 
away. Nothing was found of the technicians, but 
the lighter was virtually untouched by the 
explosion. The technician suspected of causing 
the blast had never been thought of as 'bright' by 
his peers. 
 
  AND THE WINNER..... 
 
  Based on a bet by the other members of his 
threesome, Everitt Sanchez tried to wash his 
own "balls" in a ball washer at the local golf 
course. Proving once again that beer and 
testosterone are a bad mix, Sanchez managed to straddle the ball washer and dangle his scrotum in 
the machine. Much to his dismay, one of his buddies upped the ante by spinning the crank on the 
machine with Sanchez's scrotum in place, thus wedging them solidly in the mechanism. Sanchez, 
who immediately passed his threshold of pain, collapsed and tumbled from his perch. Unfortunately 
for Sanchez, the height of the ball washer was more than a foot higher off the ground than his 
testicles are in a normal stance, and the scrotum was the weakest link. Sanchez's scrotum was ripped 
open   during the fall, and one testicle was plucked from him forever and remained in the ball washer, 
while the other testicle was compressed and flattened as it was pulled between the housing of the 
washer, and the rotating machinery inside. To add insult to injury, Sanchez broke a new $300.00 
driver that he had just purchased from the pro shop, and was  using to balance himself. Sanchez was 
rushed to the hospital for surgery, and the remaining threesome was asked to leave the course. 
 
  NB: This last one wouldn't normally count, because the idiot didn't die. But because he cannot 
reproduce as a result of his qualifying act of   stupidity, we have allowed it. 
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+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Air to Tower Radio Exchanges 
 
In his book, "Sled Driver", SR-
71/Blackbird pilot Brian Shul 
writes: I'll always remember a 
certain radio exchange that occurred 
one day as Walt (my back-seater) 
and I were screaming across  
Southern California 13 miles high.  
We were monitoring various radio 
transmissions from other aircraft as we 
entered Los Angeles airspace.  
Though they didn't really control us, 
they did monitor our movement 
across their scope.  I heard a Cessna 
ask for a readout of its ground speed. 
"90 knots" Center replied. 
 
Moments later, a Twin Beech required the same. "120 knots" Center answered. 
 
We weren't the only ones proud of our ground speed that day...as almost instantly an F-18 smugly 
transmitted, "Ah, Center, Dusty 52 requests ground speed readout."  There was a slight pause, then 
the response, "525 knots on the ground, Dusty." 
 
Another silent pause, as I was thinking to myself how ripe a situation this was, I heard a familiar 
click of a radio transmission coming from my back-seater.  It was at that precise moment I realized 
Walt and I had become a real crew, for we were both thinking in unison. "Center, Aspen 20, you got 
a ground speed readout for us?" There was a longer than normal pause ... "Aspen, I show 1,742 
knots."  No further inquiries were heard on that frequency. 
 

---------------------------------------- 
 
In another famous SR-71 story, Los Angeles Center reported receiving a request for clearance to FL 
60 (60,000 ft).  The incredulous controller, with some disdain in his voice, asked, "How do you plan 
to get up to 60,000 feet?  The pilot (obviously a sled driver), responded, "We don't plan to go up to it, 
we plan to come down to it."  He was cleared. 
 

----------------------------------------- 
 
There's a story about the fighter pilot calling for a priority landing, because his single-engine jet 
fighter was running "a bit peaked."  Air Traffic Control told the fighter jock that he was number two, 
behind a B-52 that had one engine shut down.  "Ah," the fighter pilot remarked, "The dreaded 
Seven-Engine Approach." 
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----------------------------------------- 
 
A student became lost, during a solo cross-country flight.  While attempting to locate the aircraft on 
radar, ATC asked, "What was your last known position?"  Student: "When I was number one for 
takeoff." 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 
Taxiing down the tarmac, the DC 10 abruptly stopped, turned around and returned to the gate. After 
an hour-long wait, it finally took off. 
 
A concerned passenger asked the flight attendant, "What exactly was the problem?"  "The pilot was 
bothered by a noise he heard in the Number 2 [center] engine", explained the flight attendant. "It 
took us a while to find a new pilot." 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 
"TWA 2341, for noise abatement, turn right 45 Degrees."  "Center, we are at 35,000 feet.  How 
much noise can we make from up here?"  "Sir, have you ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it 
hits a 727?" 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Does anyone know who this person is or even care? She/he 
is suing the government for problems encountered in trying 
to get through airport security. Wonder why? 
 
 
The follow are very good reasons for not posting 
hyphenated names in newspaper wedding announcements. 
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Santa in 2003 

 
The Almost Galactic Headquarters Holiday Party 

 
We were going to have an office party. The following memos will explain what took place. 
 
Subject: 'Correct' Christmas Party 
Date: Friday, December 05, 2003 12:09 PM 
     From: Patty Lewis, Human Resources Director 
 
TO: All Employees 
DATE: October 01, 2003 
RE: Christmas Party 
 
I'm happy to inform you that the company Christmas Party will take place on December 23, starting 
at noon in the private function room at the Grill House. There will be a cash bar and plenty of 
drinks! We'll have a small band playing traditional carols...feel free to sing along. And don't be 
surprised if our CEO shows up dressed as Santa Claus! A Christmas tree will be lit at 1:00pm. 
Exchange of gifts among employees can be done at that time; however, no gift should be over 
$10.00 to make the giving of gifts easy for everyone's pockets. This gathering is only for employees! 
Our CEO will make a special announcement at that time! 
 
Merry Christmas to you and your family. 
Patty 
====================================================================== 
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FROM: Patty Lewis, Human Resources Direct 
TO: All Employees 
DATE: October 02, 2003 
RE: Holiday Party 
 
In no way was yesterday's memo intended to exclude our Jewish employees. We recognize that 
Chanukah is an important holiday, which often coincides with Christmas, though unfortunately not 
this year. However, from now on we're calling it our "Holiday Party." The same policy applies to 
any other employees who are not Christians or those still celebrating Reconciliation Day. There will 
be no Christmas tree present. No Christmas carols sung. We will have other types of music for your 
enjoyment. 
 
Happy now? 
Happy Holidays to you and your family. 
Patty 
==================================================================== 
 
FROM: Patty Lewis, Human Resources Director 
TO: All Employees 
DATE: October 03, 2003 
RE: Holiday Party 
 
Regarding the note I received from a member of Alcoholics Anonymous requesting a non-drinking 
table ... you didn't sign your name. I'm happy to accommodate this request, but if I put a sign on a 
table that reads, "AA Only"; you wouldn't be anonymous anymore. How am I supposed to handle 
this? Somebody? Forget about the gifts exchange, no gifts exchanges are allowed since the union! 
members feel that $10.00 is too much money and executives believe $10.00 is a little chintzy. 
 
NO GIFTS EXCHANGE WILL BE ALLOWED. 
====================================================================== 
 
FROM: Patty Lewis, Human Resources Director 
To: All Employees 
DATE: October 04, 2003 
RE: Holiday Party 
 
What a diverse group we are! I had no idea that December 20 begins the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan, which forbids eating and drinking during daylight hours. There goes the party! Seriously, 
we can appreciate how a luncheon at this time of year does not accommodate our Muslim 
employees' beliefs. Perhaps the Grill House can hold off on serving your meal until the end of the 
party- or else package everything for you to take it home in little foil doggy baggy. Will that work? 
Meanwhile, I've arranged for members of Weight Watchers to sit farthest from The dessert buffet 
and pregnant women w! ill get the table closest to the restrooms. Gays are allowed to sit with each 
other. Lesbians do not have to sit with Gay men; each will have their own table. Yes, there will be 
flower arrangement for the Gay men's table. To the person asking permission to cross dress, no 
cross-dressing allowed though. We will have booster seats for short people. Low-fat food will be 
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available for those on a diet. We cannot control the salt used in the food we suggest for those people 
with high blood pressure to taste first. There will be fresh fruits as dessert for Diabetics, the 
restaurant cannot supply "No Sugar" desserts. Sorry! 
 
Did I miss anything?!?!? 
 
Patty 
============================================================== 
 
FROM: Patty Lewis, Human Resources Director 
TO: All $*@&!! Employees 
DATE: October 05, 2003 
RE: The **%#!@! Holiday Party 
 
 *#^%@! Vegetarians, I've had it with you people!!! We're going to keep this party at the *#&@%!^ 
Grill House whether you &%#%!!@ like it or not, so you can just sit quietly at the table furthest 
from the "grill of death," as you so quaintly put it, and you'll get your #*&@!% salad bar, including 
&$$#@! organic tomatoes. But you know, tomatoes have feelings, too. They scream when you slice 
them. I've heard them scream. I'm hearing them scream right NOW! I hope you all have a rotten 
^!%$@#! holiday! Drive drunk and die, he-He-Ha-HA-HA-HA-HA... 
 
The Bitch from HELL!!!!!!!! 
============================================================ 
 
From Miss Joan Bishop, Acting Human Resources Director 
DATE: October 06, 2003 
RE: Patty Lewis and Holiday Party 
 
I'm sure I speak for all of us in wishing Patty Lewis a speedy recovery and I'll continue to forward 
your cards to her. In the meantime, management has decided to cancel our Holiday Party and give 
everyone the afternoon of the 23rd off with full pay. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
Leftover holiday graphics 
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+++++++++++++++++++ 

  
Well that’s about it for this time. Happy Holidays. Don’t forget to check out the industry news in the 
Tech-Notes: http://www.tech-notes.tv/ As we said earlier on, stay tuned – things can only get better! 
– But only with your help. Tell a friend or associate about us. Until next time  
 
--FADE TO BLACK! ☺ . 
 

Return to main page 
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